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    I. Numbered by their Ensigns (Standard Bearers)
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Decently and in Order
The Bible’s Scope and context is manifested in the Scripture as the Father revealing His Son throughout the book – on every page. (Psalm 40 and Hebrews 10) It follows that since, in the volume of the book is written about Christ, that each of the sixty-six individual books’ context must be fitted into the context of the Bible, and of course the immediate context -  what we work with first, must be fitted into the context of the book.  The process of Bible study is like this; after fitting the immediate context into that of the book, the l book’s context must be fitted into the Bible as a whole. The purpose is to  extract what God meant when He wrote it, not change it to fit our sermon notes.  
It is revolting that much of Bible study today takes a single verse, builds a scenario that does not fit into the context of the Bible, but rather fits into the “message” that the teacher wants to convey - ostensibly a message which is supposedly much needed for today.  Is this what God called us to do? Did God give His people license to rip apart His holy Word?  Is it possible that God’s message needs to be changed for people today?  Can people understand the Bible better if we change it?  God’s voice is loud and clear, if we will hear it today, and wake up to the message the LORD is giving.  
His Son is speaking directly to us today through His Word. (Hebrews 1:1-3)  His Word teaches us that the generation of people at Moses’ time that did not make it into His rest (Hebrews 3-4), are examples for us today, so that we are exhorted not to fall into the same “trap” that this group fell into.  We found out last week, that “trap” was unbelief.  Now these people believed in God, but they desired the things of Egypt, a type of the world, more than they desired the things of God. (I Corinthians 10) So their actions were worldly, their thoughts were worldly, and we will see that their actions even dragged down Moses and Aaron, not just themselves – therefore they will reap what they sew.  But it doesn’t have to happen that way.  We have learned in Genesis and Exodus, along with the divine commentaries in the New Testament, much about obedience and sanctification.  Remember what we learned in Leviticus?
Do we notice that Jesus did not sit under the false teaching of the Religious Leaders in Jerusalem?
And Jesus is the very one that installed them in office as religious and teachers and law enforcers.
Leviticus 20:7 Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for I am the LORD your God.
Leviticus 20:8 And ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you.
Anybody that teaches anything else is a modern day false prophet, hindering the spread of the Gospel.  The book of Numbers should help to bring this teaching home; and it is a neglect of the Old Testament that is very responsible for false teaching of today.  Neglect of the Old Testament leads to the twisting and the pulling out of context of the New Testament. Remember last week’s message – the ages change, but God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. (Hebrews 13:8) – This verse is also in the context of sanctification – the cure?  Suffer outside the gate as Christ suffered outside the gate.  This is what Christ was teaching about being His disciple:
Luke 9:22 Saying, The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be slain, and be raised the third day.
Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
This refers to leaving the temple and the religious false teachers in Jerusalem, to follow Christ!
Also notice Numbers 16:21 (The rebellion of Korah – Separate from them) and the fact that the LORD’s people need to be separated from the things of this world (See II Corinthians 6:17-18 – teaching that God’s people must be clean – separated from the unclean -  A direct quote from Isaiah 52:11-12 about the LORD’s Servant who is the perfect clean sacrifice, and while He is suffering, what He sees is His seed.
The 1st Numbering – Don’t believe God will do everything He said – You are in unbelief
	Book of Numbers – Consequences of Un-sanctification

	 Scope
	The Old Generation
  Numbers 14:21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD.
Numbers 14:22 Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt                 and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice; Numbers 14:23 Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it:
No faith to conquer the land
  Numbers 14:34 After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for  a  year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.
Moses and Aaron
  Numbers 20:12 And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in  the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given  them.

	 Division
	Teaching about Inheritance
	Old Generation Murmuring, Rebelling, and Dying
	New Generation

	 Reference
	1
	6
	10:11
	12:17
	15
	20
	26
	31

	 Plan
	Census and Arrangement
	Teaching Sanctification
	To Kadesh- Barnea
	At Kadesh-Barnea
	Wilderness Wandering
	March To Moab
	Census and Teaching
	Conquering and Dividing the Land

	 Location
	Sinai
	Kadesh-Barnea
	Wilderness
	Moab

	 Theme
	Everything in Order
	Separate from the World
	Provision and Rebellion
	Disobedience and Judgment
	Teaching Offerings and Feasts
	Leaders sin and Judgment
	Everything in Order
	Separate from the World

	 Time
	Approximately 30 days
	Approximately 38 ½ years
	Approximately 5 months


After the LORD changed the Calander in Exodus 12, the 14th day of the new first month (Nisan) the people of Israel were redeemed by blood and power and delivered from Egyptian bondage.  This was the celebration of the first Passover and was celebrated by dining on unleavened bread (the symbol of sanctification) for seven days on their journey.  Very close to one year later, Moses erected the tabernacle, and then the second Passover is celebrated in the book of Leviticus. (Exodus 40:17)  Leviticus only covers approximately 30 days.  The theme of Leviticus is sanctification as we have seen (Leviticus 20:7-8 among many others).  So while Genesis covers from 1500-2000 years, Exodus covers 400 years, Leviticus covers 30 days, and Numbers covers approximately 39 years. (Numbers 1:1).
I divided the book of Numbers into four major divisions according to their location: Sinai, Kadesh Barnea, the Wilderness wandering, and finally the preparing to enter the land in Moab.  There are unmistakably many sets of two in the book of Numbers beginning with the taking of two numberings (From where Numbers got its name) and not from a Greek word used in the  so-called Septuagint.  (Do you know that no one has any proof that there ever was a Septuagint?  The only thing anyone has dug up is a column in the Hexapla of Origen in Alexandria Egypt.  It is a six column book – one column being the Greek translation.  (The Hexapla is a corrupted book, while Origen claimed to be a Christian, he never gave up his Pagan Greek beliefs and obviously added these into the Bible.  It is mainly from the corrupted translations from the catechetical school of Origen and Clement and a monastery at mount Sinai that the new re-translations of these corrupted Greek manuscripts of the New Testament were concocted and translated in English forming the hundreds of corrupted versions today.) There are two numberings in Numbers – one in chapter one and the second in chapter 26 of Numbers.
Besides two numberings, there are two distinct generations.  The first generation did not separate themselves from the desires of the world and had to wander in the Wilderness until “their carcases fell in the Wilderness”.  The Lord did not allow this generation to enter into His Rest (Hebrews 4).  Only Joshua and Caleb entered the land from the old generation.  The second generation was the generation that entered into the land led by Josua. There are two sets of teaching on sanctification, two marches (Kadesh-Barnea and Moab), two spies that believed God’s Word enabling them to give a good report.  The LORD directs Moses and the congregation by two important items: the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night.  There is also the illustration of the message of Numbers by two distinct characteristics of God – goodness and severity.
Hebrews 3-4 tell us it is because of unbelief that the people do not make it into His Rest, but have to wander in the Wilderness until they die. That day of Provocation (Hebrews 3:8-15), although we talked about it in Exodus and Leviticus, is actually talking about the events in Numbers.  It is in Numbers that the LORD will define what He means by that unbelief.  Everyone knows that there is a god in this world, (Psalm 51) even if they say they don’t.  It is proven by the fact they try to manufacture a god if they don’t want to give God the credit.  They might call it ”mother nature”, a “higher power” – all foolish, the most foolish of all is evolution – we do not see this happen, just give it a million years and it will happen. The fool says there is no God.
If a person today truly believes who God is (Is righteous and could strike the man dead) – that man would strive to do everything possible to not provoke him, but if that person convinces himself he will get away with it he will do his own will and provoke God as the first generation did.
I. Numbered by their Ensigns (Standard Bearers)
Numbers 1:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying,
The Congregation listed by the “prince” or leader of each tribe
Numbers 1:2 Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls;
Numbers 1:3 From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number them by their armies.
Numbers 1:4 And with you there shall be a man of every tribe; every one head of the house of his fathers.
Numbers 1:5 And these are the names of the men that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of Shedeur.
Numbers 1:6 Of Simeon; Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.
Numbers 1:7 Of Judah; Nahshon the son of Amminadab.
Numbers 1:8 Of Issachar; Nethaneel the son of Zuar.
Numbers 1:9 Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of Helon.
Numbers 1:10 Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.
Numbers 1:11 Of Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni.
Numbers 1:12 Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.
Numbers 1:13 Of Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran.
Numbers 1:14 Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of Deuel.
Numbers 1:15 Of Naphtali; Ahira the son of Enan.
Numbers 1:16 These were the renowned of the congregation, princes of the tribes of their fathers, heads of thousands in Israel.
They must be able to decree their pedigrees 
Numbers 1:17 And Moses and Aaron took these men which are expressed by their names:
Numbers 1:18 And they assembled all the congregation together on the first day of the second month, and they declared their pedigrees after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, by their polls.
Numbers 1:19 As the LORD commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the wilderness of Sinai.
Number each tribe – every one over twenty able to go to war
Numbers 1:20 And the children of Reuben, Israel's eldest son, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, by their polls, every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:21 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Reuben, were forty and six thousand and five hundred.
Numbers 1:22 Of the children of Simeon, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, those that were numbered of them, according to the number of the names, by their polls, every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:23 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty and nine thousand and three hundred.
Numbers 1:24 Of the children of Gad, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:25 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Gad, were forty and five thousand six hundred and fifty.
Numbers 1:26 Of the children of Judah, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:27 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Judah, were threescore and fourteen thousand and six hundred.
Numbers 1:28 Of the children of Issachar, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:29 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Issachar, were fifty and four thousand and four hundred.
Numbers 1:30 Of the children of Zebulun, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:31 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Zebulun, were fifty and seven thousand and four hundred.
Numbers 1:32 Of the children of Joseph, namely, of the children of Ephraim, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:33 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Ephraim, were forty thousand and five hundred.
Numbers 1:34 Of the children of Manasseh, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

Numbers 1:35 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Manasseh, were thirty and two thousand and two hundred.
Numbers 1:36 Of the children of Benjamin, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:37 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty and five thousand and four hundred.
Numbers 1:38 Of the children of Dan, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:39 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Dan, were threescore and two thousand and seven hundred.
Numbers 1:40 Of the children of Asher, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:41 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Asher, were forty and one thousand and five hundred.
Numbers 1:42 Of the children of Naphtali, throughout their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;
Numbers 1:43 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Naphtali, were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.
Numbers 1:44 These are those that were numbered, which Moses and Aaron numbered, and the princes of Israel, being twelve men: each one was for the house of his fathers.
Numbers 1:45 So were all those that were numbered of the children of Israel, by the house of their fathers, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war in Israel;
Numbers 1:46 Even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty.
Don’t number the Levites among the children of Israel
Numbers 1:47 But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not numbered among them.
Numbers 1:48 For the LORD had spoken unto Moses, saying,
Numbers 1:49 Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children of Israel:
Numbers 1:50 But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the tabernacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round about the tabernacle.
The appointment of the Levites
Numbers 1:51 And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.
Numbers 1:52 And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard, throughout their hosts.
Numbers 1:53 But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony.
Numbers 1:54 And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did they.

Israel shall Encamp round about the Tabernacle
	
	
	North
Dan (62,700) – (Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai)
Asher (41,500) – (Pagiel the son of Ocran)
Naphtali (53,400) – (Ahira the son of Enan)
Total 157,600
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	West
	Ephraim (40,500) – (Elishama the son of Ammihud)
Manasseh (32,200) – (Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur)
Benjamin (35,400) – (Abidan the son of Gideoni)
Total (108,100)
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	Judah (74,600) – (Nahshon the son of Amminadab)
Issachar (54,400) - Nethaneel the son of Zuar)
Zebulun (57,400) – (Eliab the son of Helon)
Total: 186,400
	East

	
	
	Reuben (46,500) – (Elizur the son of Shedeur)
Simeon (59,300) – (Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai
Gad (45,650) – (Eliasaph the son of Deuel)
Total: 151,450
South
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


All that were numbered (20 years old + warriors) – 600,550
[bookmark: _Hlk173596018]II. Numbered by Camp - Which side of the tabernacle 
Numbers 2:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
Numbers 2:2 Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of their father's house: far off about the tabernacle of the congregation shall they pitch.
On the East
Numbers 2:3 And on the east side toward the rising of the sun shall they of the standard of the camp of Judah pitch throughout their armies: and Nahshon the son of Amminadab shall be captain of the children of Judah.
Numbers 2:4 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and fourteen thousand and six hundred.
Numbers 2:5 And those that do pitch next unto him shall be the tribe of Issachar: and Nethaneel the son of Zuar shall be captain of the children of Issachar.
Numbers 2:6 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and four thousand and four hundred.
Numbers 2:7 Then the tribe of Zebulun: and Eliab the son of Helon shall be captain of the children of Zebulun.
Numbers 2:8 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and seven thousand and four hundred.
Numbers 2:9 All that were numbered in the camp of Judah were an hundred thousand and fourscore thousand and six thousand and four hundred, throughout their armies. These shall first set forth.
On the South
Numbers 2:10 On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben according to their armies: and the captain of the children of Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur.
Numbers 2:11 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were forty and six thousand and five hundred.
Numbers 2:12 And those which pitch by him shall be the tribe of Simeon: and the captain of the children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.
Numbers 2:13 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and nine thousand and three hundred.
Numbers 2:14 Then the tribe of Gad: and the captain of the sons of Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of Reuel.
Numbers 2:15 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty and five thousand and six hundred and fifty.
Numbers 2:16 All that were numbered in the camp of Reuben were an hundred thousand and fifty and one thousand and four hundred and fifty, throughout their armies. And they shall set forth in the second rank.
The Levites
Numbers 2:17 Then the tabernacle of the congregation shall set forward with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camp: as they encamp, so shall they set forward, every man in his place by their standards.
On the West side
Numbers 2:18 On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim according to their armies: and the captain of the sons of Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Ammihud.
Numbers 2:19 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty thousand and five hundred.
Numbers 2:20 And by him shall be the tribe of Manasseh: and the captain of the children of Manasseh shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.
Numbers 2:21 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and two thousand and two hundred.
Numbers 2:22 Then the tribe of Benjamin: and the captain of the sons of Benjamin shall be Abidan the son of Gideoni.
Numbers 2:23 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and five thousand and four hundred.
Numbers 2:24 All that were numbered of the camp of Ephraim were an hundred thousand and eight thousand and an hundred, throughout their armies. And they shall go forward in the third rank.
On the North
Numbers 2:25 The standard of the camp of Dan shall be on the north side by their armies: and the captain of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.
Numbers 2:26 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and two thousand and seven hundred.
Numbers 2:27 And those that encamp by him shall be the tribe of Asher: and the captain of the children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of Ocran.
Numbers 2:28 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty and one thousand and five hundred.
Numbers 2:29 Then the tribe of Naphtali: and the captain of the children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son of Enan.
Numbers 2:30 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.
Numbers 2:31 All they that were numbered in the camp of Dan were an hundred thousand and fifty and seven thousand and six hundred. They shall go hindmost with their standards.
Numbers 2:32 These are those which were numbered of the children of Israel by the house of their fathers: all those that were numbered of the camps throughout their hosts were six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty.
The Levites are not numbered among the children of Israel
Numbers 2:33 But the Levites were not numbered among the children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses.
Numbers 2:34 And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses: so they pitched by their standards, and so they set forward, every one after their families, according to the house of their fathers.
III. The Levites
	Thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi among Israel
Numbers 1:51 And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.
Numbers 1:52 And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard, throughout their hosts.
Numbers 1:53 But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony.
Numbers 1:54 And the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did they.   
Appoint them over the tabernacle of testimony


Numbers 3:1 These also are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day that the LORD spake with Moses in mount Sinai.
Numbers 3:2 And these are the names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
Numbers 3:3 These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests which were anointed, whom he consecrated to minister in the priest's office.
Numbers 3:4 And Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD, when they offered strange fire before the LORD, in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children: and Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the priest's office in the sight of Aaron their father.
Numbers 3:5 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Numbers 3:6 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister unto him.
Numbers 3:7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the tabernacle.
Numbers 3:8 And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.
Numbers 3:9 And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are wholly given unto him out of the children of Israel.
Numbers 3:10 And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest's office: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.
Numbers 3:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Numbers 3:12 And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of Israel: therefore the Levites shall be mine;
Numbers 3:13 Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: mine shall they be: I am the LORD.
Numbers 3:14 And the LORD spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying,
Numbers 3:15 Number the children of Levi after the house of their fathers, by their families: every male from a month old and upward shalt thou number them.
Numbers 3:16 And Moses numbered them according to the word of the LORD, as he was commanded.
Numbers 3:17 And these were the sons of Levi by their names; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari.
IV. Service of the Families of the Levites
A. The Sons of Kohath from 30 years old and upward – (Don’t touch any holy thing lest you die)
Numbers 4:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
Numbers 4:2 Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:3 From thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 4:4 This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation, about the most holy things:
B. Aaron and his sons first must:
Numbers 4:5 And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, and his sons, and they shall take down the covering vail, and cover the ark of testimony with it:
Numbers 4:6 And shall put thereon the covering of badgers' skins, and shall spread over it a cloth wholly of blue, and shall put in the staves thereof.
Numbers 4:7 And upon the table of shewbread they shall spread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: and the continual bread shall be thereon:
Numbers 4:8 And they shall spread upon them a cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put in the staves thereof.
Numbers 4:9 And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps, and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they minister unto it:
Numbers 4:10 And they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put it upon a bar.
Numbers 4:11 And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves thereof:
Numbers 4:12 And they shall take all the instruments of ministry, wherewith they minister in the sanctuary, and put them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put them on a bar:
Numbers 4:13 And they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon:
Numbers 4:14 And they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, wherewith they minister about it, even the censers, the fleshhooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all the vessels of the altar; and they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers' skins, and put to the staves of it.


Numbers 4:15 And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 4:16 And to the office of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil for the light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat offering, and the anointing oil, and the oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the sanctuary, and in the vessels thereof.
C. Do not cutoff the Kohathites from among the Levites
Numbers 4:17 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
Numbers 4:18 Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites:
Numbers 4:19 But thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one to his service and to his burden:
Numbers 4:20 But they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they die.
D. Sum of the sons of Gershon
Numbers 4:21 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Numbers 4:22 Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families;
Numbers 4:23 From thirty years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number them; all that enter in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 4:24 This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, to serve, and for burdens:
Numbers 4:25 And they shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, and the tabernacle of the congregation, his covering, and the covering of the badgers' skins that is above upon it, and the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,
Numbers 4:26 And the hangings of the court, and the hanging for the door of the gate of the court, which is by the tabernacle and by the altar round about, and their cords, and all the instruments of their service, and all that is made for them: so shall they serve.
Numbers 4:27 At the appointment of Aaron and his sons shall be all the service of the sons of the Gershonites, in all their burdens, and in all their service: and ye shall appoint unto them in charge all their burdens.
Numbers 4:28 This is the service of the families of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the congregation: and their charge shall be under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.
E. As for the sons of Merari
Numbers 4:29 As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the house of their fathers;
Numbers 4:30 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 4:31 And this is the charge of their burden, according to all their service in the tabernacle of the congregation; the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and sockets thereof,
Numbers 4:32 And the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their cords, with all their instruments, and with all their service: and by name ye shall reckon the instruments of the charge of their burden.
Numbers 4:33 This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, according to all their service, in the tabernacle of the congregation, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.
F. Number of the Kohathites
Numbers 4:34 And Moses and Aaron and the chief of the congregation numbered the sons of the Kohathites after their families, and after the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:35 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation:
Numbers 4:36 And those that were numbered of them by their families were two thousand seven hundred and fifty.
Numbers 4:37 These were they that were numbered of the families of the Kohathites, all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
G. Number of the sons of Gershon
Numbers 4:38 And those that were numbered of the sons of Gershon, throughout their families, and by the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:39 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,
Numbers 4:40 Even those that were numbered of them, throughout their families, by the house of their fathers, were two thousand and six hundred and thirty.
Numbers 4:41 These are they that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of the LORD.
H. Number of the sons of Merari
Numbers 4:42 And those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, throughout their families, by the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:43 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,
Numbers 4:44 Even those that were numbered of them after their families, were three thousand and two hundred.
Numbers 4:45 These be those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
Numbers 4:46 All those that were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief of Israel numbered, after their families, and after the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:47 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that came to do the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in the tabernacle of the congregation,
Numbers 4:48 Even those that were numbered of them, were eight thousand and five hundred and fourscore.
Numbers 4:49 According to the commandment of the LORD they were numbered by the hand of Moses, every one according to his service, and according to his burden: thus were they numbered of him, as the LORD commanded Moses.
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Levites Encamp about the Tabernacle
	
	
	North
Dan (62,700) – (Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai)
Asher (41,500) – (Pagiel the son of Ocran)
Naphtali (53,400) – (Ahira the son of Enan)Merari

Total: (157,600) Camp of Dan
Total 157,600 Camp of Dan
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	West
	Ephraim (40,500) – (Elishama the son of Ammihud)              
Manasseh (32,200) – (Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur)
Benjamin (35,400) – (Abidan the son of Gideoni)
Total (108,100)
Camp of Ephraim
	[image: ]Moses-Aaron 
Kohath 
Gershon 

	Judah (74,600) – (Nahshon the son of Amminadab)
Issachar (54,400) - Nethaneel the son of Zuar)
Zebulun (57,400) – (Eliab the son of Helon)
Total: 186,400
Camp of Judah
	East

	
	
	Reuben (46,500) – (Elizur the son of Shedeur)
Simeon (59,300) – (Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai
Gad (45,650) – (Eliasaph the son of Deuel)
Total: 151,450 Camp of Reuben
South





IV. Service of the Levites – Decently and in order
A. The Sons of Kohath from 30 years old and upward – (Don’t touch any holy thing lest you die)
Numbers 4:1 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
Numbers 4:2 Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:3 From thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 4:4 This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation, about the most holy things:
B. Aaron and his sons first must:
Numbers 4:5 And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, and his sons, and they shall take down the covering vail, and cover the ark of testimony with it:
Numbers 4:6 And shall put thereon the covering of badgers' skins, and shall spread over it a cloth wholly of blue, and shall put in the staves thereof.
Numbers 4:7 And upon the table of shewbread they shall spread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: and the continual bread shall be thereon:
Numbers 4:8 And they shall spread upon them a cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put in the staves thereof.
Numbers 4:9 And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps, and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they minister unto it:
Numbers 4:10 And they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put it upon a bar.
Numbers 4:11 And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves thereof:
Numbers 4:12 And they shall take all the instruments of ministry, wherewith they minister in the sanctuary, and put them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put them on a bar:
Numbers 4:13 And they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon:
Numbers 4:14 And they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, wherewith they minister about it, even the censers, the fleshhooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all the vessels of the altar; and they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers' skins, and put to the staves of it.
Numbers 4:15 And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 4:16 And to the office of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil for the light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat offering, and the anointing oil, and the oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the sanctuary, and in the vessels thereof.


C. Do not cutoff the Kohathites from among the Levites
Numbers 4:17 And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,
Numbers 4:18 Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites:
Numbers 4:19 But thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one to his service and to his burden:
Numbers 4:20 But they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they die.
D. Sum of the sons of Gershon
Numbers 4:21 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Numbers 4:22 Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families;
Numbers 4:23 From thirty years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number them; all that enter in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 4:24 This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, to serve, and for burdens:
Numbers 4:25 And they shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, and the tabernacle of the congregation, his covering, and the covering of the badgers' skins that is above upon it, and the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,
Numbers 4:26 And the hangings of the court, and the hanging for the door of the gate of the court, which is by the tabernacle and by the altar round about, and their cords, and all the instruments of their service, and all that is made for them: so shall they serve.
Numbers 4:27 At the appointment of Aaron and his sons shall be all the service of the sons of the Gershonites, in all their burdens, and in all their service: and ye shall appoint unto them in charge all their burdens.
Numbers 4:28 This is the service of the families of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the congregation: and their charge shall be under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.
E. As for the sons of Merari
Numbers 4:29 As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the house of their fathers;
Numbers 4:30 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of the tabernacle of the congregation.
Numbers 4:31 And this is the charge of their burden, according to all their service in the tabernacle of the congregation; the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and sockets thereof,
Numbers 4:32 And the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their cords, with all their instruments, and with all their service: and by name ye shall reckon the instruments of the charge of their burden.
Numbers 4:33 This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, according to all their service, in the tabernacle of the congregation, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.



F. Number of the Kohathites
Numbers 4:34 And Moses and Aaron and the chief of the congregation numbered the sons of the Kohathites after their families, and after the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:35 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation:
Numbers 4:36 And those that were numbered of them by their families were two thousand seven hundred and fifty.
Numbers 4:37 These were they that were numbered of the families of the Kohathites, all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
G. Number of the sons of Gershon
Numbers 4:38 And those that were numbered of the sons of Gershon, throughout their families, and by the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:39 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,
Numbers 4:40 Even those that were numbered of them, throughout their families, by the house of their fathers, were two thousand and six hundred and thirty.
Numbers 4:41 These are they that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of the LORD.
H. Number of the sons of Merari
Numbers 4:42 And those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, throughout their families, by the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:43 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,
Numbers 4:44 Even those that were numbered of them after their families, were three thousand and two hundred.
Numbers 4:45 These be those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses.
Numbers 4:46 All those that were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief of Israel numbered, after their families, and after the house of their fathers,
Numbers 4:47 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that came to do the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in the tabernacle of the congregation,
Numbers 4:48 Even those that were numbered of them, were eight thousand and five hundred and fourscore.
Numbers 4:49 According to the commandment of the LORD they were numbered by the hand of Moses, every one according to his service, and according to his burden: thus were they numbered of him, as the LORD

IV. The Divine Commentary
As we study the Bible, we must understand what God is saying in the Bible beginning with the immediate text, fitting that context into the context of the book of the Bible, and that context must, of course, fir into the context of the Bible as a whole.  If it doesn’t fit, we are wrong not God.
In I Corinthians 13-14 we have a Divine Commentary of Numbers 1-4, which lays out the service of the Priests and Levites in Moses time to the proper service for the church age.  How do we know?  When we consider the context of I Corinthians, we will find, that although we have different subjects in parts of the book, there is one common theme – “sanctification”.
The LORD teaches that the Priests and Levites of the Old Testament must be cleansed or sanctified before they even enter the holy place, and must obey explicitly what the LORD said or severe consequences were experienced.  It is the same today.  Just as Nadab and Abihu died in the Old Testament, Ananias and Saphira died in the New Testament.  We must not use “strange fire” in our service to the LORD today.
I Corinthians 13-14 teach about the gifts of God’s Spirit given for service today in a book which has the main context of sanctification.  The gifts are important – however prophesying is the most important – and all must glorify God or they are all worthless.  The gifts today or the priesthood of yesterday is and was not for the glorification of man or organization – God only.  Everything done decently and in order.
God’s Servant must have “charity” – This is not love, but charity, the definition of “charity” – A person who loves God giving out God’s Word desiring to edify his brother.
Today all lexicons are filled with the private definition of men – We need God’s definition
It is possible to give out God’s Word without charity
I Corinthians 13:1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
I Corinthians 13:2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing.
I Corinthians 13:3 And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
Charity is long suffering with no envy
I Corinthians 13:4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up,
Charity thinks no evil and not easily provoked and endures all things and never fails
I Corinthians 13:5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;
I Corinthians 13:6 Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;
I Corinthians 13:7 Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
I Corinthians 13:8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.
We only see “in part” – When Christ returns in the clouds, we will see perfectly – God’s Word is TRUTH
I Corinthians 13:9 For we know in part, and we prophesy in part.
I Corinthians 13:10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.
I Corinthians 13:11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
I Corinthians 13:12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
Charity is greater than “faith” “hope” and “charity”
I Corinthians 13:13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of these is charity.
Follow “charity” -  Desire Spiritual gifts – biggest desire - to prophesy 
– Remember Jesus’ testimony is the Spirit of Prophesy
I Corinthians 14:1 Follow after charity, and desire spiritual gifts, but rather that ye may prophesy.
I Corinthians 14:2 For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.
Speaking in tongues In assembly tongues there must be interpretation
I Corinthians 14:3 But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and exhortation, and comfort.
I Corinthians 14:4 He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.
I Corinthians 14:5 I would that ye all spake with tongues, but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, that the church may receive edifying.
I Corinthians 14:6 Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall speak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine?
I Corinthians 14:7 And even things without life giving sound, whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped?
I Corinthians 14:8 For if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle?
Interpretation is very important – for the speaker and the hearer
I Corinthians 14:9 So likewise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air.
I Corinthians 14:10 There are, it may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification.
I Corinthians 14:11 Therefore if I know not the meaning of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me.
The gifts are to be used to edify (With charity) – tongues and interpretation
I Corinthians 14:12 Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.
I Corinthians 14:13 Wherefore let him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret.
I Corinthians 14:14 For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is unfruitful.
I Corinthians 14:15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also.
I Corinthians 14:16 Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest?
I Corinthians 14:17 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified.
Not denigrating speaking in tongues! – People don’t listen to plain speech
I Corinthians 14:18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:
I Corinthians 14:19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.
I Corinthians 14:20 Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.
I Corinthians 14:21 In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.


Speaking in tongues is a sign for those who believe not
I Corinthians 14:22 Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.
Let all things be done for edifying your brother
I Corinthians 14:23 If therefore the whole church be come together into one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will they not say that ye are mad?
I Corinthians 14:24 But if all prophesy, and there come in one that believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all:
I Corinthians 14:25 And thus are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth.
I Corinthians 14:26 How is it then, brethren? when ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm, hath a doctrine, hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpretation. Let all things be done unto edifying.
All things to be done decently and in order
I Corinthians 14:27 If any man speak in an unknown tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by three, and that by course; and let one interpret.
I Corinthians 14:28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep silence in the church; and let him speak to himself, and to God.
I Corinthians 14:29 Let the prophets speak two or three, and let the other judge.
I Corinthians 14:30 If any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold his peace.
I Corinthians 14:31 For ye may all prophesy one by one, that all may learn, and all may be comforted.
I Corinthians 14:32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.
I Corinthians 14:33 For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.
I Corinthians 14:34 Let your women keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them to speak; but they are commanded to be under obedience, as also saith the law.
I Corinthians 14:35 And if they will learn any thing, let them ask their husbands at home: for it is a shame for women to speak in the church.
I Corinthians 14:36 What? came the word of God out from you? or came it unto you only?
I Corinthians 14:37 If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord.
I Corinthians 14:38 But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.
I Corinthians 14:39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues.

I Corinthians 14:40 Let all things be done decently and in order.
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